It is becoming increasingly clear that the solution of the complex taxonomic problems presented by the. black widow genus Latrodectus will require more basic biological data than are now available. Of particular importance in this regard is information on the postembryo- The spiders were raised in the laboratory in St. Petersburg, using a technique previously described (McCrone and Levi, 964). A record was kept for each developing spider of the number of molts to maturity, the duration of the stadia, and the color pattern of each post-emergent instar. These data are presented in Table and Figs. -9. The color patterns figured are the. basic patterns found in each population. There were slight individual differences in pattern; however, these, did not obscure the basic color patterns.
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It is becoming increasingly clear that the solution of the complex taxonomic problems presented by the. black widow genus Latrodectus will require more basic biological data than are now available. Of particular importance in this regard is information on the postembryo- Figures 10-19. Latrodectus mactans from Cuzco, Peru; coloration diagrammatie. Fig. 10 . After hatching (males and females). Fig. 11 . After first molt (males). Fig. 12 . Af'ter second and third molts (male). Fig. 13 . After fourth molt (adult male). Fig. 14 . After third molt (female). Fig. 15 . After fourth molt (female). Fig. 16 . After fourth molt, variant coloration (female). Fig. 17 . After fifth molt (female). Fig. 18 . After sixth molt (mat'ure female). Fig. 19 
